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M the ostronomy scene

Renowned Japanese

Mars Observers

By William Sheehan ard Masetsege Minami
There might be no more possionate abservers af
Mors than the Jopenese. One would guess thit
Ithis must be o result of Percival Lowell's 10~
year associotion with Jopan. But it wes really
Lowell's ane-time Mors osseciote, William H,
Pickering, wha inspired the country’s first stud-
ies af the Red Planet through his encouraging
with Konoime A

skilled telescope maker ond one of the first seri-

ous Mars abservers of the Oriental Astronomi-
col Associotion, feunded in 1920, Koksmura
died in 1932. By the time of the plonet's great
oppasition in 1939, there were severnl leoding
lapanese abservers, They included Eitars Date

{who lived noor Osoko), Shizieo Moyedo (Kyoto),

Shigemora Kibe (near Kyota) ond Sodoa Mu-
royoma (Tokys). In controst o Nokamura, who
drew the plonet in Pickering's obstroct style,
they odopted the mare noturolistic style of
G French artist EMA

The grentest of oll laponese Mors observers,

| however, cccupying o legendory ploce similar o
| thot ol Gigwanni Schioporell, Lowell, snd Asto-
niedi in thit West. wos undoubbedly Tsuneo So-

heki, wha was bom n 1916, the yeor of Lowall's
death. A bespeciacled, resolute-loaking young
man, in 1937 Soheki observed the Red Planet
with Kwasan Observetony’s J1-centimeter (12-
Inch) Cooke refroctor in Kyota and detected o
tiny Biright spat fater colled Antlgones Fons, This

spof was confirmed by E. €. Slipher ot Lowell Ob-

seregtory on photogrophs taken two years later,

Tautset Sahéhl with his B-inch reflecior in 1548,

12 Devember 1007 Sky & Tebicope

Tog: A poge from Tsumen Saheki's mote-
baok showing his abservition of the July
1, 1854, fore in Edom Promontocium. i
skeieh bears o similority to the Sore-up
recunded on Juse B, 2001, in the some
region on videa images obtained by o
team of cheervers in the Florida Keys,
Battam: Soheki's drowing on September
7. 1954, rewvecls o remarkable series of
“soyes” in the planet’s Titamum Sines
region. This renditian bears o remarkoble
aimillority to the frontispiece of Percival
Lowell's 1505 baok, Mars

Sehekl missed the 1939 perihelic op-
position, however; he wos required,
during those troubled times, to serve
iin the laponese ermy in Ching. After
hiis dischorge, be worked ot Osoko
Flanetorium and built an B-inch New-
tenban reflectar, which had an excel-
lent mirror mode by Kibe.

Seheki achieved international
fome on December 8, 1951, when, on
o tiny 5.3 -wide disk of Mars, he not-
ed a brilliont flare ot Tithonius Locus,
At first | eould not believe my sight
becouse the sppesrence was com-
pletely unexpacted,” he wrote, Shart- =
Iy after news of Saheki's observotion
reached Europe, British ostranomy writer
Patrick Moare received a telephane call from
the science writer of o London doily newspoper
eager to hear his comments about ~the atamic
bomh that hod gone off on Mors,™

On July 1, 1954, Saheki observed onother
flore, this time ot Edem Promontorium, it lasted
ey 3 to 5 seconds ond ottained o maximum bril-
lignce estimated ot half that of the south polor
cop, Since then, o number of ather flores howve
been recorded over the yeors, with laponese
‘observers being responsible for most of them.

Soheki's shservations inspired ST contrib-
uting editor Thomas Dabbins and one of the
‘outhors (Sheehan) 1o monitor Edom in 2001,
when the viewing geometry of the region would
Ibe similgr to thot Leen by Sahekl (S8T: Moy
2001, poge 115). As described [n that yeer's
Seplember issue, page 112, o flare wes indeed
observed just os predicted, fram the Flarida
Keys that June.

The origin of the flares remeing o mystery.
They accur in same of the most intriguing parts
of the planet: Tithanius Lacus, which encom-
pastes fegtures now designoted Tithomium Chas-
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ma and Noctis Labyrinthus, often brims with
morming mists and ice fogs, while Edom Proman-
torium les in Meridioni Planum, where NASAs
Opportunity rover landed in lanuary 2004,

The flares probably involve otmaspheric
phenomeno of some sort. Lunor and Planetary
Ingtitute scientist William Hartmonn speculates,
“1avor sudden formotion or dissipation of
clowds for mony of the bright spats (clouds can
materlalize within minutes), Moybe some hava
flat-lylng ice crystols so we really do get ‘sub-
solor” sorts of speculor reflections; or maybe in
on exitting cloud the gir gats stil for 10 minutes
and the crystali oll align, but the slightest
winds oloft are sufficient to disrupt them,”

Whatever they miy be, Soheki, whe died |n
1996 ot oge B0, deserves greot credit for hav-
Ing seen those flares even with the Red Plonet
lbeing so far from Earth, ond using no more than
an B-inch telescope. His name will olwoys stand
wvery high omong the cbservers of Mors, =

WILLIAM SHEEHAN 5 0 psyehiotrist based in Will.
mar, Minnesato, while MASATSUSY MINAME |5
the QAA's Mors Section director,




5. WERFFEEDEEE & 72 o 72 SCHER

B4, T3R5 ) LSRR RIFSITND, 22 2o%fr LT, B4IT
PEARDSEXEIHE~RH ST D 10 FFEIZED [FfE - AL OWED, (55 L 7a>TD,
FNAT 12T T34 U T DO R ORGS0

’1
|

F-q-' ;e e, . L che o

3

B R b,

B1. BRI16E (1941 ) 10 ARTS 8 YILDEE K2, BHI1TE (19425 1 AOTS5148 ) D LDGEE
B [REEKY Tl OfFFER. 9 AICAREE LTIR [ EREHY LA o1

AEhi=ENY THY. PIHTORERICITI S L%

[EROMEEM =055




